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Anecdotes of the late Daniel Dancer, commonly called the 
Mifer of Harrow Weal Common, 


(Continued from Page 156.) 


N thefe occafions it was cuftomary with the houfes 

breakers to terrify him into a difcovery of his more 
valuable property ; and they are faid to have aftually fufs 
pended him by the neck feveral times before they could ex- 
tort aconfeffion where it was depofited. 

At length Daniel bethought himfelf of a mode of pre. 
venting their vifits, and pumfhing their temerity. After faf- 
tehing his rotten door on the infide, in the beft manner pofli- 
ble, he determined never to enter the houfe again through 
that aperture. Accordingly, he procured a fhort ladder, 
always afcended by its means, and pulling it in after him, took 
refuge in his miferable apartment, where he literally refem. 
bled Robinfon Crufoe, fhut up in his little garrifon. 

But not deeming this fufficient, he actually dug a hole, 
or what military menterma trou de /oup, before the entrance, 
which he covered over with loofe flraw in fuch a manner as 
to fecure the principal approach towards his cafile, and en. 
trap any incautious allailant, who might have the temerity to 
invade his darling property. After exhibiting this fpecimen 
of his talents as an engineer, the modern Midas feems to 
have flept in fafety amidft his gold.* 


VoL. XXXV. 2B His 


. * When hard pushed, he is faid to have taken refuge in a well 
in the yard. 
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His fifter, who lived along with him for many years, @ 
length died, and lef a confiderable fum of money behind her, 
which went towards the increafe of his wealth, and ferved 
rather to ftimulate than diminifh his avarice. About this 
time commenced his acquaintance with the Tempett family, 
which, while it foothed his pride, alleviated the fufferings 
and forrows of his declining age. Lady ‘Tempeft, who hap. 
pened to live in his neighbourhood, compaflionating the fitua. 
tion of Mifs Dancer, took her into her houfe during her laf 
illnefs, and treated her with uncommon kindnefs. But the 
difeafe, which, dreadful to relate, is fuppofed to have pro. 
ceeded originally from inanition, proved mortal, and rendered 
all the good old lady’s care ineffectual. 

Although Daniel never evinced any affcétion for his fifter, 
Ré determined t6 bury her in fuch a manner as fhould not 
difgrace the family. He accordingly contraéted with an 
undertaker, who agreed to take timber in return for a coffin, 
as Mr. Dancer had no idea of ufing the precious metals asa 
vehicle of exchange: He, however, could not be prevailed 
uponto purchafe proper mourning for himfelf ; yet, in con. 
fequence of the entreaty of his neighbours, he unbound the 
hay-bands with which his legs were ufually covered, and 
drew on a fecond-hand pair of black worfted flockings. His 
Coat was of whitith-brown colour; his wailtcoat had been 
black about the middie of the century ; and the immediate 
covering to his head, which feemed to have been taken from 
Mr. Elwes’s wiggery, and to have defcended to Daniel as an 
heir loom, gave a grotefque appearance to the perfon of a 
chief mourner, but tco well calculated to provoke mirth. 
Chis, 1 -d, was increafed by the flipping of his Borie’ 
e place of buriai; in confequence of which the 
rider fo the great diver! fidn of fome of the Harrow boys who 
tien 1 d, was precipitated into the grave ! 

The Tatter part of Daniel’s life was, however, meliorated 
humanity and good nature of his worthy and refpett- 








e neiehbour. 

Lady Tempeft prefented him with a bed, and at length 
a€tually prevailed upon him to throw away the fack in which 
he had fiep: for years. Being a fworn enemy to extrave 
gance, he was careful to excefs of the property of another. 
le c be prevailed upon, it is faid, to toucha 
joint. He delighted in fragments and crufls ; and, while 
i icfe luxuries, muttered execrations 
t the devouring gluttony of modern times. He alto 
evinced, on this occalion, a conliderable portion of that low 
cunning 
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cunning focommon in illiterate ~perfons; for he pretended 
to pay his addreiffes to the cook, in an honourable way, with 
a view of keeping in favour with her; and when it was evi- 
dent that fhe had difcovered his intentions to proceed from 
what is termed cupboard love, he endeavoured to impofe on 
her afecond time, by promifing to remember her in his will ! 

To a brother, ftill alive, who keeps fheep on the fame com- 
mon, and rivals the late Daniel in penury and almoft in 
wealth, he always manifefted the utmoft averfion; to his 
niece, however, he once arpa a guinea on the birth of a 
daughter : But even here he made a hard bargain, for the 
gift was conditional—the was either to name the ‘child Nancy, 
after lis mother, or forfeit the whole fum. 

Tothe honour of Mr. Dancer, however, he poffeffed one 
virtue, and that too not a very common one in this world— 
gratitude. Accordingly, fome time before his death, he made 
a will, and fyrrendered his copyhold eflates to the difpofition 
he had made; the will and furrender were both in favour of 
his bene ‘faétrefs, Lady Tempett. 

he evening before his death he difpatched a meffenger, 
in whom he could confide, requefting to fee her Ladythip ; 
and, on being gratified in this particular, he exprefled great 
fatisfaction. Finding himfelf a little better, his attachment 
to the only thing he refpe&ted, more than that Lady, recurred, 
and that too with fuch violence, that although his hand was 
icarcely able to perform its functions, he took hold of his tef= 
tament, which he had intended to have prefented to her, and 
replaced it once mare in his bofom. 

Next morning, however, pe rceiving his end to be faft ap- 
proaching, he a€tually confided this paper, ac cording to his 
original determination ; and having now refigned, as it were; 
all title to that adored wealth, which he confidered as his 

heart’s blood,”’ he foon after gave up the choft, and was 
buried in the church-yard of his parifh (Harrow,) by his own 
particular defire. 

Thus lived, and thus died, at the age of 78, on Septem- 
ber 4, 1794, Daniel Dancer, a true difciple of the Elwes’s 
{chool, the rigours of which he praétifed to a far greater de- 
gree than even his mafter. In confequence of avery come 
mon miftake of the means for the end, he deprived himfelf 
not only of what are termed the pleafures but even of the 
neceffaries of life. At times, however, he would lament that 
he cid not make a better ufe of his riches, and was once heard 
to regret that he had not, according to his original intention, 
fer} Bp a whifkey , which in his opinion was the 7e plus ultra 
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of gentility. On another occafion, upon receiving two. 
pence for a pint of beer from a Deputy Commiffary, who 
was about to pay him five hundred pounds for hay, during the 
Jaft war, and had miftaken him for one of ’Squre Dancer's 
fervants, he bridled up, and faidthat he intended foon to be. 
come a gentleman himfelf ! 

In his miferable habitation were found fome hundred 
weight of wafte paper, the colle€tion of half a century, and 
two or three tons of old iron, confifting of nails, horfe thoes, 
&c. which he had picked up. 

On the ground floor feveral pieces of foreign gold and 
filver were dug up, and fome coins, among which were a 
crowr anda fhilling of the Englifh Commonwealth, both of 
which, by the generofity of a friend, are now in the pofleffion 
of the writer of this article. 

Had it not been for the perpetual exercife of his mafter 
paffion, Daniel Dancer might have been a credit to his family, 
and an ornament to fociety. ‘He poflefled the feeds of many 
admirable qualities, and exhibited frequent marks of ftrong, 
nervous, good fenie, unpolifhed indeed by commerce with 
the world, but at the fame time unfophifticated by its vices, 
or its follies, 

Both he and his father, during a feries of more than fixty 
years, had allowed themfelves two jubilee days in the year: 
Thefe were their feflivals, and they enjoyed them, for there 
was good cheer to be had without expence. The periods al. 
luded to occurred in April and O@ober, at Sir John Ruthout’s 
Court Baron for the manor of Harrow, a head tenants 
they conflantly attended; and it was obferved by all the 
fuitors, that it the Dancers ftarved at home, they ate mok 
voracioufly abroad, On thefe occafions Danie! diitinguithed 
himfelf by his droll fayings; and, whenever any attempt 
was made to ridicule, burlefque, or pafs a joke upon him 
(which was invariably the cafe.) the wit and ecceutricity of 
his replies foon put his antagonifts to filence. 

No man had more of the true Englifhman about him, a 
leaft fo far as concerned the defence of his rights and privt- 
leges, than Mr, Dancer. He was a fecond Hampden in this 
refpeét ; tor, during the whole of his life, he would nevet 
permit any infringements on Harrow Weal Common. 
Whenever an encroachment took place, without any refped 
to rank or fortune, Danicl inftantly headed the villagers, and 
abated the nuifance, This made him extremely popular. 


(To be continued.) 
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Account of the Siege of Londonderry, in Ireland, in 
July, 1689. 


(Concluded from Page 144,) 
, I HE garrifon of Derry ftill continued to defeat all the 


attempts of their befiegers, and to harrafs them by fuc- 
cefsful fallies.. But they were foon threatened with more 
terrible enemies, difeafe and famine. The heats of fummet 
proved even peltilential to men fatigued and confined, and 
their {canty and unwholefome diet enflamed their diforders. 
Inthe heavinefs of their aflliftion, and their melancholy 
forebodings, they difcovered in Lake Foyle thirty fhips, 
which they doubted not had been fent to their relief from 
England. Thefe indeed contained troops, arms, ammuni- 
tion, and provifions, under the command of Kirk; but Kirk 
wastoo much hardened againft the diftreffes of his fellow. 
creatures to make any hazardous attempt in favour of the 
gartifon. He was alarmed at the magnificent accounts of 
the force and difpofitions of an enemy who were catt into 
confternation at his appearance. Hehefitated, and returned 
no cheerful anfwer to the fignals of the befieged. The 
enemy, encouraged by this irrefolution, prepared to oppofe 
his pafflage. Their batteries were planted, and their forces 
ranged on each fide the Jake where it grew narrow towards the 
city, and from two oppofite forts they flretched a boomacrofs 
the water, formed of flrong timber joined by iron chains and 
@rengthened by thick cables*. The fleet, to which the gar- 
rifon looked for relief, fet fail and difappeared. 

With great dificulty, and after repeated difappointments, 
they at length received the afflicting intelligence from Kirk, 
that as he found it impoflible to force a paffage by the river 
for his forces and vi€tuals, he had failed round to Lake Swilly, 
if by any means he might give fome diverfionto the enemy, 
and fend fupplies to the proteftant forces colleéted at Ennif. 
killen. He comforted them, at the fametime, withan affu- 
rance that he would ftill relieve them; that more forces were 
hourly expeéted from England; that both there and in 
Scotland affairs were entirely favourable to the new Govern- 
ment; that by the intelligence he had gained, the befiegers 

could 


* It is remarkable that the perfon who conftructed this boom, 
by which the fiege was protracted, was the grandfather of the late 
unfortunate Coigley, who was executed at Majidftone, June, 1793, 
for high treafon, 
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could not long continue to inveft them; advifing them at the 
fame time, “ To be good /hufbands of their provifions.” 
From this advice they drew a melancholy prefage of all their 
future fufferings. 

Every day the garrifon was IcfMened by difeafe, and the 
wretched furvivors more and more enfeebled by fatigue and 
hunger. Baker, one of their Governors, died ; they chofe 
an officer of the name of Mitcheburne to fucceed him, 
When numbers of them were fcarcely able to fupport their 
arms, they threatened death to any who fhould mention a 
furrender. General Hamilton endeavoured to move them 
by perfuafion; they reproached him with his own treachery, 
Rofen, who was fent to command the fiege and condufted it 
with vigour and addrefs, thundered out dreadful menaces 
againftthem ; and thus by convincing them that no mercy 
was to be expeéted, confirmed their refolution. Outrageous 
at this obftinacy, he declared, that if the town were not fur. 
rendered by the firft day of July, all of their fa€tion through 
the whole country to Ballyfhannon, Charlemont, Belfatt, 
Innifowen, proteéted and unprotected alike, thould be given 
up to plunder, and driven under their walls, there to perith, 
unlefs relieved by a furrender of the town. 

The appointed day arrived, but the garrifon continued their 
defence. Onthe next morning aconfufed multitude was 
feen hurrying towards the wails. Ata diltance they were 
miftaken for enemies; the garrifon fired on them, but hap- 
pily without any damage to the thoufands of mifcrable pro. 
teftants, of all ages and conditions, infirm, old, young, wos 
men, infants, and goaded on by foldiers whofe cars were tor. 
tured with their fhrieks, and who executed their hideous or- 
ders with tears. The afflicted f{peétacle tranfported the gar- 
rifon to fury. Numbers of the wretched fufferers thus 
driven to perifh beneath their walls, conjured them with 
bended knees and lifted hands, by no means to confider their 
diftrefs, but to defend their lives bravely againfl an enemy 
who fought to involve them all in one common flaughter! 
A gallows was now eretied in view of the befiegers ; they 
were aflured, that all the prifoners taken by the garrifon 
fhould be inflantly executed, unlefs their friends were al- 
lowed to depart. Confeflors were even admitted to prepare 
them tor death; but Rofen was fill unmoved. Happily the 
intelligence of his barbarous intentions flew to Dublin. The 
proteftant Bifhop of Meath remonftrated to James ; he an. 
fwered, that he had already ordered thefe captives to be re- 
leafed, obferving, that fuch feverities were ufual in foreign 
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fervice, however fhocking to his fubje&ts. Thofe who fur- 
vived a confinement of almoft three day s without fuftenance 
or fhelter, were thus permitted to return to their habitations, 

where the ravages of the foldiery had left them no means of 
comfort. Some of their ableft men were flolen into the 
town, and five hundred ufelefs people crowded among them, 

and paffed undifcovered, notwithitanding the vigilance of 
the enemy. 

The garrifon, with a confirmed horror of the befiegers, 
continued their obftinate defence, and even made defperate 
and fuccefsful fallies when they were too much weakened by 
hunger to purfue their advantage. The fleth of horfes, 
dogs, and vermin, hides, tallow, and other naufeous fub- 
ftances, were purchafed at extravagant prices, and eagerly 
devoured, Even fuch miferable refources began to fail, and 
no means of fultenance could be found for more than two 
days. Still the languid and ghaftly crowds liftened to the 
exhortations of Walker; ftill he affured them from the 
pulpit that the Almighty would grant them a deliverance. 
While their minds were yet warm with his harangue, de- 
livered with all the eagernefs of a man infpired, they dii- 
covered three thips in the Lake making way to the town. 
Kirk, who had a bandoned them from the 13th day of June 
to the 39h of July , at length thought fit, in their extreme 
diftrefs, to make an hazardous attempt to relieve them; an 
attempt which he might have made with lefs danger at the 
moment of his arrival, and which poflibly might itill have 
been deferred, had he not received fome intimations of a 
treaty for furrendering. Two fhips laden with provifions, 
and conveyed by the Dartmouth trigate, advanced in view 
eth of the garrifon and the befiegers. On this interefting 

rbjeét they fixed their eyes in al! the earneitnefs of fufpence 
“al expeétation. The enemy, from their batteries, from 
their mufketry, thundered furiouflly on the fhips, which re- 
turned their fire with fpirit. ‘The foremoft of the vittualiers 
flruck rapidly againft the boom, and broke it, but rebounding 
with violence, ran a-ground. The enemy burft initantly 
into fhouts of joy, and prepared to board her; on the 
crowded walls the garrifon flood ftupified by delpair. The 
veilel tired her guns, was extricated by the fhock, and floated. 
She paffed the boom, ang was followed by her companions. 
The town was relieved, and the enemy retired. 

Of feven thoufand five e hundred men reg‘mented in Derry, 
four thoufand three batt tor only remained to be witneffes of 
their deliverance; and of thefe more than one thoufand 
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were incapable of fervice. The wretched fpectres had 
f{carcely talted food, when they had the hardinefs to march ig 
gueft of the enemy ; and fome few men were loft by ad 
venturing too boldly on their rear-guard. ‘The enemy re 
tired in vexation to Strabane, having lolt eight thoufand men 
by the {word and by various diforders, in a fiege of one 
hundred and five days. 

The gallant Walker was, unfortunately, killed the next 
year at the battle of the Boyne, fighting for William, who 
came to preferve the religion and liberties of his country. 


—_—— -—- -——- _- -— -— - - ge eng ere 


Curious Account of the Battle of the Apes. 





Ret bere ron in his journey from Maflipatan to Gaw 
dicot, a town and fortrefs in the Carnatic, give us thé 
following fingular relation : 

After paffing feven leagues we came to Oudicot. This 
day’s journey was through a flat and fandy country, and on 
either fide of the road nothing is to be feen but immenfe 
forefts of bamboo, a fort of cane, the height of which rivals 
our loftieft foreft trees, and fo thickly planted by the hand of 
nature, that it is abfolutely impofhible to penetrate them 
Thefe bamboo forefts are fwarming with almoft incredible 
multitudes of apes, who, like their civilized brethren*, take 
upon them to partition the earth out among themfelves, and 
are natural, I had almoft faid, {worn enemies to each other. 
Thofe who refide on one fide of the park have no comnierce 
or connection with thofe who refide upon the other, and 
fhould any one dareto pafs the line of demarkation, he 
would run the moft imminent rifque of being inftantly 
flrangled. 

At Palicat, the Governor propofed, that as we paffed 
betwixt thefe jealous foes, we fhould divert ourfelves by 
fetting them together by the ears. The method of doing it 
isthis; through the whole extent of this country, from 
league to league, the roads are croffed with gates and barriers, 
and guards are ftationed at each of them, to take account and 
give information of every one that pailes or repafles them, 
fo that the traveller here purfues his rout in perfeét fecurity, 
and might, if he thought proper, carry his purfe expofed ia 
hishand. At eachot thefe {tations flores of rice are laid up 

0 for 


* Lord Monboddo fuppofes mankind to be a fpecies of improved 
cultivated Ourang Outangs. 


a 











ee ae a ee 


“@é@SB =a~ © * =e 4 


as 


a 


~ 


ani ox an 





‘tres had 
march ig 
ft by ad 
emy re 
and men 
e of one 


the next F 


im, who 
intry. 


—~_—_—_——« 


to Gaus 
e us the 


This 
and on 
mmenfe 
-h rivals 
hand of 
e them. 
credible 
i*, take 
yes, and 
h other, 
nnierce 
er, and 
ion, he 
nftantly 


paffed 
ves by 
oing it 
, from 
arriers, 
int and 

them, 
curity, 
ofed in 
laid up 

for 


»proved 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 16g 


for the accommodation of the paffenger ; and when he feels 
inclined to amufe himfelf with a battle, he difpofes five or 
fix bafkets of rice at forty or fifty paces diftance from each 
other, along the road, and by the fide of each of them five 
or fix truncheons,. of about two feet in length, and of the 
fize of alarge walking ftaff. The bafkets being thus arranged 
and uncovered, every one retires to fome little diftance, and 
forthwith the apes, who have been watching the procefs, are 
feen haftening down from the fummits of the bamboos, and 
fcampering along the neutral ground, toward the rice ; 
there, however meeting their adverfaries haftening alfo to- 
ward the fame point, no one will give up the prize, and no 
one dares to touch it ; in this fate of fufpenfe they continue 
for perhaps half an hour, grinning and fhewing their teeth at 
each other, now facing this way, now facing that, and equally 
afraid to commence the onfet ; at length fome dating female, 
with perhaps her little one in her arms, which fhe carries as 
anurfe carries her infant, dafhes upon the bafket and plunges 
her head into it.. In an inftant the adverfe males rufh far- 
watd and feize her with their teeth, her friends fupport her, 
and the charge being founded by her fcreams, every one 
feizes the truncheon which is next him, and a furious confli@ 
enfues ; the weaker party are, ere long, of courfe compelled 
to change their pofition, and retire with broken heads and 
bruifed fhoulders into their own territory, and the viétors re- 
maining matters of the field, eat the rice at leifure. 

We muft not however forget to add, that when they 
have gorged themfelves to the utmoft capacity of their 
flomachs, they then, with all the generofity of a conqueror, 
permit the females of the vanquifhed to come and confume 
their offals ! 





CAUTION acainst SOWING DISCOLOURED 
BARLEY. 


To the PRINTERS. 


SIR, Harleflon, February 10. 
UT of a coomb of difcoloured barley, more than 
two bufhels will not, in moft inftances, work on the 
malting floor. In all the difcoloured barleys, the proportion 
which will not work is very great. Though the difcoloured 
barleys work better now than they did at the beginning of 
the malting feafon, and though it is probable they will ftill 
further improve as the {pring advances, I do not think they 

Vor. XXXV. 2C can 
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¢an be relied upon for feed, as they do not vegetate better in 
the ground than they do on the floor. By kiln drying dif. 
coloured barleys with a very moderate heat, fo as only to 
expel the moifture not common to them, four fifths, fpeak- 
ing generally, may be made to work on the floor, or grow in 
the ground, befides the further advantage, that they vegetate 
regularly together, 

1 advife the farmers to fow. bright barley, if they have it, 
if not kiln dried, which I know from experiments will vege- 
tate : or dried, by expofure to the fun in the fpring, which 
may probably produce the fame effe&t as kiln drying. I 
would earneltly recommend to thufe who have not bright 
barley; to fow a {mall quantity of what they referve for feed, 
that they may afcertain whether it will grow or not, before 
they fow their general crop. If the farmers will Took at 
their ftubbles, they muft be convinced that the difcoloyred 
barleys would not vegetate in the ftate in which they were 
harvefted; and that they will not even now, asthey come 
from the flail, I Piedat myfelf to be a fa@, as amaltfter. 

JOHN KERRICH. 





CHARACTER of M. pte MIRABEAU. 
By M. BERTRAND. 
Pe ARLY plunged by the violence of his paflions, and by 


the uncommon vigour-of his conftitution, into all man. 
ner of excefs, Mirabeau had fhaken off the yoke of ptin- 
ciples, and had fubftituted in their place fyftems ever depen- 
dent, as to his conduét, on the fordid calculations of intereft, 
His long and frequent imprifonments had confiderably foured 
and bardened his difpofition, and in the courfe of them he 
had alfo acquiredthe habit of refleing deeply, of confider- 
ing a queftion under all its points of view, and of fupport- 
ing with equal ftrength the afiirmative or negative; whence 
that readinefs, that fuperiority in reply, which gave him an 
immenfe advantage over all his opponents. Unfortunately, 
the -beft caufe was always in’ his opimion that for which he 
was beft paid, and his eloguence at the fervice of the higheh 
bidder. 

He has been unjuftly accufed of cowardice ; on feveral 
occafions, when-his life only was at ftake, he has given un- 
equivocal proofs of courage. But he was often daflardly 
through avarice of vanity: ‘Phere was no infult, however 
ferious, 
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ferious, which he could not bear when he had a large fum to 
receive, or an important {peech to deliver in the Affembly 
next day ; and it {eldom happened but that one or other of 
thefe was the cafe. Beinga royalift on conviétion, he would 
have fupported the throne very powerfully, had not M. 
Neckar {crupled to purchale his fervices ; and it was not till 
he refufed them, that he offered them to the democratic party, 
who paid much more for them than he would have got from 
the court. 

Mirabeau was far from being the author of all the fpeeches 
he delivered from the tribune. His attendance at the Af- 
fembly, and the parties of pleafure, or rather of immoderate 
debauch, in which he was perpetually engaged, lett him no 
time to write them, even had his head been fufficiently at 
liberty to compofe them. He had at command a certain 
number of writers of more wit than fortune, who, flattered 
by his patronage, encouraged by his promifes, and affifted at 
times by trifling fums from his purfe, did themfelves the ho- 
nour of working for him. He received them at his houfe 
at different hours, and employed them all unknown to one 
another, telling each, under the feal of fecrecy, that he pur- 
pofed to make a motion of fuch a nature, but that he had fo 
little time to beftow upon thinking of it, that it would be 
doing him a real friendfhip to give him fome ideas, fome 
notes which he might. make ufe of, and that he had thought 
of him for fuch ailiflance. ‘There was not one of them but 
went inflantly to work as hard as he could, to juftify the 
confidence of aman fo celebrated as Mirabeau. 

When they had all fent in their work, he fele&ted the beft 
paffages of each, forming a whole out of them, which he 
arranged and enriched in his manner with fome pompous 
phrafes, and then fet out for the Affembly. His fellow-la- 
-bourers, who got there before him, recognized each the par- 
ticular paflage he had furnifhed him with, admired in fecret 
the advantage he had drawn from it, and never doubted that 
all the reft of the fpeech was his own compofition ; they 
wondered at his being able to produce fo fine an oration in 
fo fhort a time, and left the hall, convinced that no man had 
more talents than Mirabeau, And there is no doubt in fa& 
that he was very able, without the afliflance of any body, to 
make as good {pceeches as thofe he thus patched up; but he 
had a rarer talent, and the moft ufeful to a flatefman, that of 
appreciating the talents of others, and extra€ting the greatctt 
poflible advantage from them. Charlemagne could hardly 
fign his name, and Cardinal Richelicu was an indiffereat 
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writer; yet the one was the greateft King, and the other the 
ableft minifter France ever had. 





ON ENGLISH VERSE. 


HYME, we have often been told, is a modern inven. 
tion; though, if that was a crime, it might perhaps be 
proved ta be not fo very modern neither. It is reckoned a 
barbarous one by fome pedants ; who finding, I fuppofe, by 
‘the opinion of better judges than themfelves, that it is abo- 
minable in Greek and Latin, conclude that it muft not’be lefs 
fo in French and Englifh, Thecontrary is evident to every 
one that has ears,and dares think for hinfelf ; for in Englifh, 
rhyme is capable of much harmony ; and the French can 
have no verfification without it. But fome people, who 
ought to know better, feem to make no allowance for the 
original difference between one language and another ; and 
are ready to quarrel with the Englifh as a barbarous language, 
becaufe it is not Latin or Greek. They do not confider, 
that every language has powers and graces peculiar to itfelf ; 
and that what is becoming in one would be quite ridiculous 
in another. Of this it is fufficient to produce one obvious 
example : The tranfpofition of words, which gives fuch a 
grace and fpirit tothe Greek and Latin languages, and with. 
out which they would become deteftably flat and infipid, 
does not at all fuit the genius of the Englifh ; except fome- 
times in poetry : And, by the way, I am afraid there are too 
many ungraceful tranfpofitions current among our Englifh 
poets. 
But it is not only a few obfcure pedants, who are thus dif. 
atished ‘with their mother tongue; and would be glad for 
its improvement to torture it from its native fhape, fome into 
Latin and others mto French ; for attempts of this kind have 
a€tually been made by men of fuperior note. Sir Philip 
Sidney, who, notwithftanding his affefted manner, mutt be 
allowed to have poffeffed a great fhare of genius, would 
every now and then fpur up his gallant Englifh into a moft 
unbecoming ridiculous trot after the Greek and Latin hexa- 
meters. It is certainly impofhible to introduce the Greek 
and Latin meafures into Englifh poetry with any fuccefs; 
yet Sir Philip was tond of this projeét, and purfued it with 
a flrange obitinacy, He recommended it to Spenfer; but 
Spenfer had tootrucan ear to relifh fuch awkward unnatural 
verfification, or countenance it by his example, At leaf 
there 
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there is nothing remaining of him to fhow that he ever 
praétifed it. There have been attempts made fince to the 
fame purpofe by Milton and fome later authors. But there 
never was any thing feen fo ungraceful or fo defpicably 
pedantic asall effays of that kind which have hitherto ap- 
peared. I do not know that it has ever yet been tried, except 
by Milton in fome parts of his Samfon; but of all the 
Greek or Latin meafures, the Iambic feems the moft capable 
of being adopted into the Englifh poetry. 

I have either heard or read, that a poet of the eighteenth 
century, whom I fhall not name, becaufe I am not perfeély 
fure of the faét, pretended to fome fecrets in verfification, 
which he did not choofe to communicate. If it was fo, it 
fhowed a jealoufy unworthy of fo great a mafter of numbers : 
He might fafely enough, for his own fuperiority, have pub- 
lifhed thofe fecrets, whateverthey were ; for it is impoflible 
they could ever be of much ufe. He could eafily advife 
you to vary your paufes, and tell you which are the moft 
graceful : But thefe, and all fuch precepts, are nothing to 
the purpofe; a good car will naturally produce harmony 
without the leaft regard or attention to rules; and there is no 
cure fora bad one. The only way to improve the ear, 
whether good or bad, is to accuftom it to the moft harmonious 
writing. 

Blank verfe admits of a greater variety of paufes than 
rhyme, and is partly for that reafon the fitteft for works of 
any confiderable length. But in Englifh poetry, 1 queftion 
whether it is pofhible, with any fuccefs, to write odes, epiftles, 
elegies, paftorals, or fatires, without rhyme. And it hap- 
pens luckily, that in thefe fhort pieces the ear has not time 
to be tired with the return of the chimes; which, in my 
humble opinion, had better fometimes play a little falfe to 
one another, than be for ever [crupuloully exatt; provided 
fuch licences never fhock the ear. 

It does not require avery exquifite ear to write two {mooth, 
or even harmonious lines running ; yet in rhyme, a poet, 
who is always very careful to polifh his couplet, may pafs 
with the multitude for a great mafter in verfification. But 
as long as his harmony is confined within fuch narrow 
bounds, he writes but like a {chool-boy, who keeps in the 
line only with the help of ruled paper, 

Dr. Swiftand Mr. Pope took offence, one does not know 
why, at the triplet, and very rarely condefcended to admit, 
itintotheir verfe. It is true, it had been ufedto anaufeous 
excefs by fome taftcliefs writers; and Mr. Pope’s own 1mi- 
tation 
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tation of Rochefler might juftly enough give him a difguf 
to the triplet for his whole life. Yet it contributes not a 
little to the ¢ grace of Dryden’s verfification: and I can fee 
no reafon why it fhould be prohibited now ; as it gives a va- 
riety tothe numbers which in rhyme is fufficiently limited 
to require fuch ahelp. 

It does not feem quite foreign to the prefent fubje& to 
take fome notice of Voltaire, who after having given it as 
his opinion, that Mr. Pope is the moft harmonious of all the 
Englifh poets, adds, with a very plaufible affurance, that he 
has reduced the tharp hiflings of the Englith trumpet to the 
fweet founds of the flute. It is no great wonder, that one 
who is apt to write much at random, fhould prefume to talk 
fo contemptuoufly of a manly, and elegant, and harmonious 
Janguage, with which he plainly appears to have but a very 
fuperficial acquaintance. But who ever talked before of 
the Aifings of a trumpet, or of Sharp, hifings ? We have all 
heard of the hoar/e trumpet, but the Az/ing trumpet is an in- 
ftrument we are not yet acquainted with. However, to pafs 
thefe little improprieties, this compliment to Pope fhews 
how well our critic is qualified to pronounce fentence upon 
the Englifh poets. No one is more fenfible than I am of 
Mr. Pope’s merit ; but his blindeft admirer might flartle at 
the preference beftowed upon him here. For, not to men- 
tion the great names of Spenfer, Shakefpeare, and Milton, 
upon fuch an occafion, let us only compare Pope in this 
point of view, with a writer upon whom, as they fay, he 
formed him(elf, and whom not only in his own opinion, but 
in that of many others, he is thought to have excelled in the 
art of verfifying. It is almoft necdlefs, after this, to fay 
Imean Dryden, whofe verfification I take to be the mott 
mufical that has yet appeared in rhyme. Round, fweet, 
pompous, {pirited, and various; it flows with fuch a happy 
volubility, fuch animated and matterly negligence, as l am 
afraid will not foon be excelled. 








Cumberfome and extravagant Dreffes of the Men, in the 
Time of Henry IV. 


[From Strutt’s View of the Drefs and Habits of the People of 
England. ] 


HE®Y IV. foon after his accefion to the throne, re- 
vived the fumptuary flatutes of Edward II. but, if 
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they had then been ftrenuoufly carried into execution, Thomas 
Occliff, who wrote in the reign of that monarch, would not 
have had the occafion of complaint which he exhibits againft 
the extravagance of drefs exiflent in his time. This poet, 
after enumerating many things requiring amendment, comes 
to the fubje& of apparel; “* and this,” fays he, “ in my 
thinking, is an evil, to fee one walking in gownes of fcarlet 
twelve yards wide, with fleeves reaching to the ground, and 
lined with fur, worth twenty pounds, or more; at the fame 
time, if he had only been mafter of what he paid for, he 
would not have had enough to have lined a hood.” —He then 
proceeds to condemn the pride of the lower clafles of the 
people, for imitating the fafhions and extravagances of the 
rich ; “ and certainly,” fays he, “ the great lords are to 
blame, if I dare fay fo much, to permit their dependants ta 
imitate them in their drefs. In former time, perfons of rank 
were known by their apparel ; but, at prefént, it is very 
difficult to diftinguifh the nobleman from one of low degree.” 
He then’ confiders the “* foule wafte of cloth” attendant 
upon thefe luxurious fafhions, and affures us, that no lefs 
than a yard of broad cloth was expended tor one ‘man’s tip- 
pet. Returning to his former argument, that noblemen 
ought not to encourage their fervants in the ufage of fuch 
extravagant dreffes, he: fays, “* If the mafter fhould ftumble 
as he walks, how can his’ fervant afford him-any affiftance, 
while both his hands have full employment in holding up the 
long fleeves with which his arms are encumbered?” He 
then adds, that “ the taylors mutt foon fhape their garments 
in the open field, for want of room to cut them in their own 
houfes ; becaufe that man is beft refpeéted who bears upon 
his back, at one time, the greateit quantity of cloth and of 
fur. 

They are thus defcribed by another author: ** Maxime 
togatorum cum profundts et lati, mantcis, vocatis vulgarite 
pokys, ad modum bagpipe formatis : Wearing gowns with 
deep wide fleeves, commonly called poAys, fhaped like a 
bagpipe, and worn indiflerently beth by fervants and maf- 
ters, They are alfo rightly denominated Devils’ recep. 
tacles, receptacula demoniorum retté dici; for, whatever 
could be ftolen, was popped into them. Some were fo long 
and wide that they reached to the feet, others to the knees, 
and were full of ilits.. As the fervants were bringing up pot- 
tage and fauces, or any other liquors, thofe fleeves would co 
into them, and have the firft tafte. And all that they could 
procure was {pent to clothe their uncurable carcafes with 
thofe 
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thofe potys or jleeves, while the reft of their habit was 
fhort.”’ 

From the following obfervation the reader may, perchance, 
fufpeét the reformift of loving his belly more than his back : 
“In days of old,” fays hé, ““ when men were clad ina 
more fimple manner, there was abundance of good eating ; 
but now they clothe themfelves in fuch an expenfive man- 
ner, that the former hofpitality is banilhed from their houfes.” 
He then laments, “ that a nobleman cannot adopt a new 
guife, or fafhion, but that a knave will follow his example ;” 
aid, {peaking in commendation of John of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancafter, he inform us, that “* his garments were not too 
wide, and yet they became him wondroufly well.’”’ - “ Now, 
would to God!” continues he, “ this waite of cloth and 
pride were exiled from us for ever; for, now we have little 
need of brooms in the land to {weep away the filth from the 
ftrect, becaufe the fide fleeves of pennylefs grooms will 
gather it up, if it fhould be either wet or dry.”’ He then 
addrefles himfelf, by apoftrophe, to his country, and advifes 
a reformation of all thefe abufes : His fatirical conclufion, 
however, 1 hope, is inapplicable to any time but his own. 
*“* If,” fays he, “© aman of abilities, meanly clad,. fhould 
feek accefs to. the prefence of a nobleman, he would be de- 
nied on the account of his clothing; but, on the contrary, a 
man who, by flattery and the meaneft fervility, can procure 
himfelf the moft fafhionable apparel, he fhall be received 
with great honour.” 





— 


REMARKS on BURYING the DEAD in WOOLLEN. 
STUFFS. 


HE law whicheftablifhed this pra€tice is generally believed 

to have been enaéted folely with the view to promote 
the ftaple manufafture of this country. Another beneficial 
confequence, however, flows from it, which is of great im- 
portance, elpecially at the prefent time, when the price of 
paperand of books is become fo enormoufly high. For it 
appears that, by the prohibition to clothe the bodies of the 
dead in linen, at leaft two hundred thoufand pounds of rags 
are annually faved from untimely corruption in the grave, 
and in due time pafs into the hands of the manufaéturer of 
paper. 

9 Defeription 
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Defcription of the River Tamar and its Scenery. 


[From the Rev. Mr. Gilpin’s Obfervations on the Weftern Parts of 
England. } 


HE Hantoaz is efteemed, after Portfmouth, the beft fla. 
tion for fhips of war upon the Britifh coaft. This 
grand bay, which ‘was the firft fcene we inveltigated on the 
Tamar, is about a mile in breadth, and fever miles in length. 
Its banks on each fide,though rather low, dre by no means 
flat. They are generally cultivated; and the fhoreis finifhed 
by a narrow edging of ‘rock. ‘The opening towards St. 
German’s is a creek about three leagues in length. Saltath, 
which ftands high, affords no very picturefque appearance. 
The next fcene was the opening of the Tavey. into the Ta- 
nar. The firft fcene, which.iu any degree engaged.our at- 
tention, was compoled of. the woods of Pentilley on the 
Cornith fide. The houfe, too, isa good obje& ; and a build- 
ing at the bottom of the bank -has a pitturefque appearance, 
The back ground of the {cenery of Pentilley #s a lofty bank, 
adorned with a tower. L 
As we failed farther up the rivér, we caitie-in ¢iew of the 
rocks and woods of Coteil, which are {till on, the -Cornith 
fide, and afford fome beautiful fcenery. Here we had grand 
{weeping hills covered with. wood. We had now-faileda 
confiderable way up the Tamar, and had been almoft folely 
obliged to the Cornilh fhores tor amufement. Butthe De- 
vonthire coaf burft out upon us at Calftock, ima grander dif- 
play of lofty banks, adorned with wood and rock, than any 
we have yet feen. With the views of Calftock we finifhed 
our voyage up the river; and if afked what we faw, we can 
only fay, in general, that we faw rocks, trees, groves, and 
woods. In fhort the whole is amufing, but not, picturefgue : 
it is not fufliciently divided into portions adapiedto ine 
pencil, 





A REBUS, by P. Gove, of Exeter. 


‘ X THAT feenes of woe! what dire alarms ! 
Throughout the globe are {pread, 


When that my brazen firit refounds, 
And lifts its hydra head. 


» Yor. XXXV. ' 2D Fill'd 
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Fill’'d with my next the widow view 
So mournful and forlorn! 

The partner of her life is flain, 
Her orphan children mourn. 


Now view.the ficld, th’ enfanguin’d field, 


Convuls’d with martial ftrife ; 
Behold my third the warrior wields, 
Stain’d with the tide of life. 
My fourth calls the young hero forth, 
He leaves his peaceful kome, 
For arduous anddiftrefling toil, 
O’er foreign lands to roam. 


Fir’d with my next he rufhes forth, 
_ And boldly meets the foe ; 
Nor death, nor danger does be fhun, 
Or {cenes full fraught with woe. 


But when my next doth over {pread 
The dire, the bloody plain, 
Hoftilities in general ceafe 
During its fable reign, 


And when the dreadful fight is won, 
My next the viétors crown; 

Th’ intrepid feats that they have done 
From every mouth refound. 


But fad reverfe the vanquifh’d feel, 
For with my next they’re fill’d; 
And in confufion and difmay 
They fly the fated field. 


Tis then my lovely next appears, 
And to the conquerors fent, 

With humble fupplicating terms 
To meet with their confent. 


And may my laft, who now contend, 
Be brought to terms of peace! 

Then thofe dire {cenes will have an end, 
And all contentions ceafe. 


My fapient whole will foon appear, 
When you've the initials join’d; 
He was belov’d, efteem’d, rever’d— 

The friend of all mankind, 
9 
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ALFONSO and ZARA. 


Written by Exvtas Vivaan Duownsrervitce, of Plymouth, and 
, Author of the Villageof Efticorn. 





EAR the banksoOf the Thames ftood a neat humble cot, 
N By a willow that fpread itfelf high, 

Anivy grew round it, and quick by its fide 

The murmuring waters return'd with the tide, 

Join the river, and gently flow by. 


The cot was of mud, and the willow adorn’d 
The avenue ent’ring the door ; 
But all mortals had flown it, and e’en to this day, 
The traveller chancing to wander that way, 
Sees the blood which is ftain’d on the floor! 


The man who poffefs'd it, as ftories have told, 
Wasa warrior, and fome fay a knight; 
He was called Alfonfo, and great was his fame, 
Forthe fields of old Scotland with joy hail the name, 
When he us‘d for his country to fight. 


In a caftle not far from a wood which is near, 
Dwelt a lord who was noble to view ; 

A daughter he had, who all virgins excell’d, 

Alfonio fhe lov’d, who with grief was impell’d, 
To fly to thiscot, which he knew, 


And oft would he go to vifit the one, 

Who pofieis’d both his love and his heart: 
But her father was rafh, and loudly he {wore, 
That Alfonfo fhe never, fhould never fee more, 

But take leave, and for ever to part. 


It was death to his daughter, who held him fo high, 
That all the would give for her dear ; 

And oftto her window Alfonfo would fy, 

And {wear for his Zara he ready would die, 
And not e’en for torments would fear. 


Tt happen’d one eve, when the moon fhone fo bright, 
That his journey had {carcely begun, 

When as over the wood he mournfully ilray’d, 

A warrior he faw, whoin armour array'd, 
Bent his courfe, when the bel! toli’d out one. 


Behind 
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Behind the great willow he haftily ran, 

While the flranger came on on his rear ; 
When, Oh God! what he felt, when quickly he found 
The warrior he faw, as he turned afound, G 

Was the father of her he held dear. : 


On finding the door was lock’d, and within 
Burit the door, and began thus to call; 

** The coward is gone, Alfonfo is fled ; 

*¢ T fwear I myfelf would rather be dead, 
‘s Than let my intentions thus fall, 


** You never can marry, my daughter is dead, 
“© T myfelf ftabb’d, and {aw her to die; 
** T vow’d you fhould never my Zara fee more, 
6* She welters in blood, for facred I fwore,; 
*¢ Did the marry, to fee her laft figh.”’ 


His dagger he aim’d at his heart, and exclaim’d, 
«© Ah Zara! I mourn thy fad doom!” 
With a blow that was mighty it entered his fide, 
He funk on the earth, and expiring cry’d, 
“© Ah Zara! cut off in thy bloom.” 


Alfonforuhh’d in, and the dagger he took, 
Swore with Zara he never would part; 
Then like lightning he flew up the wood’s thorny way, 
Oh God! think how full both of fear and difmay, 
When he faw her, and itabb’d to the heart. 


He fell in a fwoon on ker pale bleeding corpfe, 
Crying, ** Zara, fill your’s do I die: 
“* Thy tather fo cruel has not murder’d me, _ 
*€ Oh! would that he had, that | might die with thee, 
° , _ ot 
“« And be bicit in the kingdom on high. fs 


S* T cannot furvive thee; I now ftrike a blow, 
*¢ Which fhal! bring mea reptile to thee.” 

Then lifting the weapon, he plung’d it fo far, 

That he tell, and his lofs was lamented by far, 
And check’d all the neighbouring glee. 

The willow droop’d down, and foon feil to nought, 
By the flream it was wath’d in the main ; 

But a fhoot of tive old one arofe, and in turn 

Drooping down as it does, and beginning to mourn 
The lofs of fo noble a {wain. 

[The auther begs leave to fay, that in his laf produdtion, ** The 


Village of Etticorn,” the name Lucretia was printed initead of 
Clarifa, owing to his carele(snefs. | 





EPIGRAM #9 a SLOVEN3 





Met you t’orher day, ’tis true, 
And pafs’d you, dirty dog! 
Your face quite clean, and linen too! 
J thought you were incog. 
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